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This training is for teachers of the Pearson Edexcel GCSE 

Psychology specification and will provide feedback and insights on 

the May/June 2024 exam series. 

The session will focus on the performance of some of the key 

questions in the series and provide analysis to support. 

The session will point out key statistical performance data that may 

help with your planning for the year ahead.

Introduction
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In this session we are going to look at:

• receive feedback on the performance of candidates in 

the May/June 2024 exam series

• consider the variation of candidates’ performance on 

different questions and explore why performance 

varies

• discuss the Examiner’s Report

• address common issues and FAQs.

Agenda



Polls & questions



Overview of Exam 
Performance



Context of 2024 series

Performance summary

Paper 1 overview (1PS0/01)



Detailed Analysis of 
Questions
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One mark for accurate understanding of a relevant 

concept of neurological damage. 

One mark for exemplification of how a relevant 

concept of neurological damage can be used to 

explain the scenario. 

Candidates who did well gave both appropriate 

understanding of visual agnosia and suitable 

exemplification to the scenario.

Candidates who did not do well typically applied 

visual agnosia to the scenario only, gave an 

accurate definition only, did not show full 

understanding of the condition, or gave generic or 

inaccurate information.

Q18a



Q18a – candidate response 1



Q18a – candidate response 1 feedback

0 marks awarded



Q18a – candidate response 2



Q18a – candidate response 2 feedback

1  mark awarded

AO2 
application



Q18a – candidate response 3



Q18a – candidate response 3 feedback

AO2 application

AO1 knowledge

2  marks awarded
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One mark for identification of each strength or 

weakness (maximum two marks). 

One mark for justification which must be linked to 

the strength or weakness identified (maximum two 

marks). 

Candidates who did well provided an accurate 

strength and weakness and then justified them fully 

in relation to the scenario. 

Candidates who did not do well tended to identify 

the strength and/or weakness only, gave generic 

information, or produced responses that were 

inaccurate and tried to apply this to the scenario.

Q4b



Q4b – candidate response 1



Q4b – candidate response 1 feedback

0  marks awarded



Q4b – candidate 
response 2



Q4b – candidate 
response 2 feedback

2  marks awarded

AO2

AO3



Q4b – candidate 
response 3



Q4b – candidate 
response 3 feedback

4 marks awarded
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One mark for identification of a relevant 

improvement. 

One mark for justification, which must be linked to 

the improvement identified. 

Candidates who did well gave a relevant 

improvement, usually related to the sample of 

children used, and then supported this with 

justification.

Candidates who did not do well gave an 

improvement only or suggested inappropriate 

improvements for the investigation.

Q5b



Q5b – candidate response 1



Q5b – candidate response 1 feedback

0 marks awarded



Q5b – candidate response 2



Q5b – candidate response 2 feedback

1 mark awarded

Identification. Of 
improvement

Justification of 
improvement



Q5b – candidate response 3



Q5b – candidate response 3 feedback

2 marks awarded
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Focus on the issue/debate using the ‘Assess’ 

taxonomy (command word)

All assessment objectives assessed:

• AO1 (3 AO1)

• AO2 (3 AO2)

• AO3 (3 AO3)

Requires (1) knowledge and understanding of 

research into memory or reductionism; (2) 

application to Declan’s investigation in the novel 

scenario/stimulus; (3) evaluation and analysis to 

make judgements and draw conclusions

Q26
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Marked using levels based ‘best-fit’ approach using 

the level descriptors

Candidates who did well gave balanced responses 

and offered accurate and detailed content

Candidates who did not do well gave imbalanced 

responses and offered content that lacked 

accuracy and depth

Q26



Q26 – candidate response 1



Q26 – candidate response 1 feedback

AO1 knowledge & 
understanding

AO2 application

AO3 analysis/judgements

Level 1 and 2 marks



Q26 – candidate response 2



Q26 – candidate response 2 continued



Q26 – candidate response 2 feedback



Q26 – candidate response 2 feedback continued

Level 2 and 5 marks



Q26 – candidate response 3



Q26 – candidate response 3 continued



Q26 – candidate response 3 feedback



Q26 – candidate response 3 feedback continued

Level 3 and 7 marks
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Focus on at least two topics from the course 

using the ‘Assess’ taxonomy (command word)

All assessment objectives assessed:

• AO1 (3 AO1)

• AO2 (3 AO2)

• AO3 (3 AO3)

Requires (1) knowledge and understanding of 

two topics from the course; (2) application to the 

novel scenario/stimulus related to the family’s 

behaviour; (3) evaluation and analysis to make 

judgements and draw conclusions

Q27
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Marked using levels based ‘best-fit’ approach using 

the level descriptors

Candidates who did well gave balanced responses 

and offered accurate and detailed content

Candidates who did not do well gave imbalanced 

responses and offered content that lacked 

accuracy and depth

Q27



Q27 – candidate response 1



Q27 – candidate response 1 feedback

Level 1 and 2 marks



Q27 – candidate response 2



Q27 – candidate response 2 feedback

Level 2 and 4 
marks



Q27 – candidate response 3



Q27 – candidate response 3 continued



Q27 – candidate response 3 feedback



Q27 – candidate response 3 feedback continued

Level 3 and 7 
marks
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Based on the feedback included in this event, candidates 

should:

• Include both AO1 knowledge and understanding and 

AO2 application where there is stimulus material/a 

scenario for questions that require the AO1 and AO2 

content. 

• Apply strengths and weaknesses to stimulus 

material/scenarios and fully elaborate on why it is a 

strength or weakness for the study given

• Use appropriate improvements that are applied 

appropriately to the stimulus material/scenario. Ensure 

full elaboration to say how it would improve the study 

given

• Balance essays using AO1, AO2 and also AO3 content. 

Ensure accuracy and include the requisite depth to the 

arguments to reach the higher mark bands

Summary



Paper 2 overview



To include: 

• Context of 2406 series

• What went well

• What was more challenging.

Paper 2 overview (1PS0/02)



What went well 

• Accurate knowledge and understanding of key terms, 

research studies and psychological concepts

• Research methods was the strongest section on the paper. 

• Extended open responses showed an improvement in AO1 

and AO2 skills.

• Research methods extended open responses were the 

strongest on the paper



Which questions were more challenging?

• Shorter questions which required application 

(AO2) to a novel scenario. 

• Two-mark AO2/AO3 questions were more 

challenging than four-mark AO2/3 questions.

• Candidates should not just describe when 

answering a four-mark question. 

1 x AO2
1 x AO3 
question (11)



Question 2 (b) Stratified sampling 

This was a 1 x AO1 and 1 x AO2 mark question

Candidates achieved:

a) 1 mark for knowledge of stratified sampling.

b) 1 mark for application of this knowledge to the 

scenario. 



Question 2 (b) – Candidate response 1



Question 2(b) Candidate response feedback
Appropriate 
knowledge of 
stratified 
sampling i.e. 
subgroups

Generic response 
so 1 mark 
maximum

1 mark awarded



Question 2 (b) candidate response 2 



Question 2 (b) candidate response 2 

Appropriate 
knowledge 
of stratified 
sampling. 

Application:  
different age 
groups. 

2 marks awarded



Question 6: Observations

This is a 12-mark levels-based extended open 

response question, consisting of:

4 x AO1 marks for knowledge and understanding 

of observations. 

4 x AO2 marks for application to the scenario 

given related to observations.

4 x AO3 marks for evaluation/judgments of 

observations



Question 6: Candidate response 1



Question 6: Candidate response 1 feedback

Level 2 and 6 marks



Question 6: Candidate response 2



Q6 – Candidate response 2 continued



Question 6: Candidate response 2 feedback



Q6 – Candidate response 2 feedback continued

Level 4 and 12 marks



Criminal optional section 



Question 13 

3 x AO1 marks for knowledge and  understanding 

of Eysenck’s theory of personality. 

3 x AO2 marks for application to the novel 

scenario about Bailey’s behaviour after his arrest. 

3 x AO3 marks for assessment/ competing 

arguments/judgements.  



Question 13 – candidate response 1 



Question 13 – candidate response 1 feedback 

AO1 knowledge

AO2 application

AO3 assessment/ competing 
arguments/ judgements

Level 2 and 4 marks



Question 13: candidate response 2 



Question 13: Candidate response 2 continued 



Question 13: candidate response 2 feedback 



Question 13: Candidate response 2 feedback continued 

Level 3 and 7 marks



The self: optional section 



Question 20

• 3 x AO1 marks for knowledge and  

understanding of free will (Baumeister 200g)

• 3 x AO2 marks for application of the study to 

the behaviour of George in the novel scenario

• 3 x AO3 marks for assessment/ competing 

arguments/judgements about how well free 

will can be applied to  George. 



Question 20 candidate response 1 



Question 20 candidate response 1 feedback 

Level 1 and 3 marks



Question 20: candidate response 2



Question 20: candidate response 2 feedback.Question 20: candidate response 2 feedback.

Level 2 and 6 marks



Perception: optional section 



Question 27

• 3 x AO1 marks for knowledge and  

understanding of constructivist theory 

(Gregory, 1970)

• 3 x AO2 marks for application of the theory to 

Shamila’s perception in the novel scenario

• 3 x AO3 marks for assessment/ competing 

arguments/judgements about how well 

constructivist theory can be applied to 

Shamila. 



Question 27: Candidate response 1 



Question 27: Candidate response 1 feedback Question 27: Candidate response 1 feedback 

Level 1 and 3 marks



Question 27: candidate response 2 



Question 27: candidate response 2 feedback 

Level 2 and 6 marks



Sleep and dreaming: 
optional section 



1 x AO2 for a reason why Alfie had the dream that 

he did. 

1 x AO3 for justification of this reason through 

activation synthesis theory. 

Question 32: Activation Synthesis theory (2 marks)



Question 2: Candidate response 1 



Question 2: Candidate response 1 feedback 
Although this 
knowledge of 
Activation synthesis 
theory is accurate this 
response is generic so 
cannot get ANY 
marks. 

0 marks awarded



Question 32: Candidate response 2 



Question 32: Candidate response 2 
Although this knowledge 
of Activation synthesis 
theory is similar to the 
previous response the 
linked reason is present 
so AO3 can be awarded.

Reason given for the dream has 
been given and has been linked 
appropriately to the scenario so 
AO2 can be awarded. 

Applied reason

Justification 
through theory

Question 32: Candidate response 2 

2 marks awarded



Question 34

• 3 x AO1 marks for knowledge and  

understanding of Freudian theory of dreaming 

(1900)

• 3 x AO2 marks for application of the theory to 

Aisha in the novel scenario

• 3 x AO3 marks for assessment/ competing 

arguments/judgements about how well 

Freudian theory can be applied to Aisha. 



Question 34: Candidate response 1 



Question 34: Candidate response 1 feedback 

Level 2 and 6 marks



Question 34: Candidate 
response 2 



Question 34: Candidate 
response 2 feedback 
Question 34: Candidate 
response 2 feedback 

Level 3 and 8 marks



Language: optional section 



Question 41

• 3 x AO1 marks for knowledge and  

understanding of linguistic determinism

• 3 x AO2 marks for application of the theory to 

Moki in the novel scenario

• 3 x AO3 marks for assessment/ competing 

arguments/judgements about how well linguistic 

determinism can be applied to Moki’s difficulties 

in learning a second language. 



Question 41: Candidate response 1 



Question 41: Candidate response 1 feedback 

Level 1 and 3 marks



Question 41: candidate 
response 1 



Question 41: candidate
 response 2 feedback 

Level 3 and 7 marks



Discussion



Support



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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